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Helping create sustainable, equitable and resilient 
communities that put people first. 
SRF’s Sustainable Transportation Team provides transformative mobility solutions to foster 
healthy, vibrant and resilient communities.  

Transportation agencies are increasingly being tasked with simultaneously reducing 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and vehicle miles traveled (VMT) while improving quality 
of life and traffic safety, advancing community equity and economic opportunity, and 
meeting the operational needs of businesses and residents. To help agencies achieve 
these goals, our experienced planners and engineers use an outcomes-based approach 
to see the whole picture. From designing walkable streets to developing transition plans 
for electric vehicles, we apply a sustainability lens to traditional planning and engineering 
principles. We shift the traditional transportation paradigm by prioritizing long-term 
benefits over short term gains. Our team’s policy, research, communications and program 
management experience helps our clients understand the costs, tradeoffs and benefits of 
different investments, create buy-in at all levels, and achieve transformative change.  
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Industry Insights

Our team shares thoughts on recent legislative changes, the role of equity, 
program implementation, and more on our Thought Leadership page.

Our Projects

MNDOT’S VMT REDUCTION TARGET
WHAT IS VMT?
A measure of how many miles are driven 
by vehicles across a given geographic 
area in a defined time period, usually 
a year. Minnesotans collectively drove 
over 5 billion miles in 2022. In general, 
VMT has increased over the last few 
decades. While Minnesota’s population 
grew by 23 percent between 1994 and 
2018, VMT grew by 40 percent.

STRATEGIES TO REDUCE VEHICLE MILES TRAVELED (VMT)

Minnesota’s Climate Action Framework (2023) aims 
to cut greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 50% 
by 2030 and reach net zero emissions by 2050. 
Transportation is now the biggest emitter of carbon 
in Minnesota and most emissions come from driving 
passenger cars and small trucks. To advance the 
state’s climate goals, the Minnesota Department 
of Transportation (MnDOT) is moving forward 
efforts across several different focus areas to cut 
transportation emissions. These include electrifying 
vehicles, using cleaner fuels and reducing driving. 
MnDOT has set a statewide target of reducing 
vehicle miles traveled (VMT) by 20 percent per 
capita by 2050.

WHY REDUCE VMT
Increasing VMT increases carbon emissions from transportation. Achieving the state’s climate 
goals will require reducing the number of miles driven over time. There are many other benefits 
to reducing VMT. Fewer cars on the road will result in cleaner air by reducing particulate matter 
pollution. Roadway maintenance costs will be reduced due to less wear and tear. Lowering VMT is a 
way to advance transportation equity by providing transportation access to those who do not own a 
car. Reducing the number of miles driven can also reduce the risk of car crashes.

WHAT VMT REDUCTION IS NOT
Reducing VMT does not mean a decrease in travel or economic activity. It also does not mean 
Minnesotans will be expected to significantly change lifestyle or travel choices. The VMT reduction 
target will create more transportation options providing many more transportation options that 
enhance quality of life and increase access to destinations.

COLLABORATION
To achieve the target, MnDOT will need to collaborate with cities, counties and other partner 
agencies to achieve meaningful VMT reduction. This guide provides an overview of the strategies 
and actions MnDOT is exploring to achieve the target, and how partner agencies can become 
active collaborators in moving these efforts forward.

WAYS TO REDUCE VMT
MnDOT has identified a framework to achieve the state’s VMT reduction goals that has three components.

The first is shifting trips from driving to other modes. Some ways to achieve a shift in VMT include investing in high 
quality public transportation that connects our communities, building out sidewalks and keeping them clear of snow 
and ice in winter, and creating networks of protected bike paths that provide comfort and safety to riders. 

The second is shortening trips. Reducing the distance folks have to travel to reach their destinations will reduce VMT. 
This can be achieved by planning our communities in a way that increase the number of destinations that are closer 
together. For example, a new suburban development that has a grocery store and pharmacy within walking distance of 
homes will mean that people will not have to drive long distances to access these services.

Finally, another way to achieve VMT reduction is by incentivizing the use of modes of transportation that don’t 
require one to drive. For example, workplaces could provide free bus passes to encourage employees to use public 
transportation. 

Based on this framework MnDOT has identified five strategy areas in which to work to reduce VMT. These are:

Each of these strategy areas focus on a specific area of the state’s transportation system. Within these strategy areas, a series of actions that MnDOT and 
partner agencies can take are identified. 
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What are your priorities for transportation 
to address climate change? 

Did you know? Minnesota has ambitious climate goals

• Minnesota seeks to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80%  
by 2040.

• Transportation is the primary source of greenhouse gas emissions 
that contribute to climate change in Minnesota.

• Transportation contributes about one-quarter of greenhouse gases 
emitted in Minnesota.

MnDOT will use federal funds to reduce  
greenhouse gas emissions from transportation

• Under the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, Minnesota  
receives $20.9 million per year in federal funds through the Carbon 
Reduction Program.

• These funds are distributed across the state.

MnDOT is developing a Carbon Reduction Strategy

• The Carbon Reduction Strategy will identify statewide priorities and 
lay out how to prioritize projects for Carbon Reduction Program 
funding.

• The Carbon Reduction Strategy will be submitted to the federal 
government by November 15, 2023.

Example carbon 
reduction strategies

Electric vehicles and 
charging infrastructure

Transit projects

Bicycle network 
expansion

Sidewalks and 
pedestrian connections

Ridesharing programs

Traffic programs and 
advanced congestion 
management

Energy efficient street 
lighting

Zero-emission 
construction 
equipment

Sustainable pavements
Visit our website to learn more and stay  
up to date by signing up for email updates. 
talk.dot.state.mn.us/carbon-reduction-strategy

We want to hear from you
The Carbon Reduction Strategy should reflect the values of 
Minnesotans. What types of projects would you like to see? What 
issues should be considered when selecting projects? Tell us your 
priorities and help us develop the transportation Carbon Reduction 
Strategy.

Our sustainable 
transportation services 
include:
•	Greenhouse Gas (GHG) 

measurement, modeling, and 
reduction planning 

•	Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) 
reduction strategies 

•	Climate Action and 
Sustainability Planning 

•	VMT mitigation strategies 

•	Transportation Demand 
Management (TDM) policy 
and strategies 

•	Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Planning and implementation 

•	Transit planning 

•	Transportation Safety 
Planning 

•	Zero Emissions Vehicle (ZEV) 
transition plans 

•	Multimodal mobility plans 

•	Shared mobility plans 

•	Future Mobility and 
Micromobility Planning 

•	Sustainable Transportation 
Policy Development 

•	Research 

•	Funding and grants 

•	Resiliency Planning and 
Green Infrastructure 

•	Equitable Community 
Engagement 

•	Scenario Planning 

•	Benefit-Cost Analysis 

•	Behavior Change 
Programming Development

MnDOT VMT Reduction 
Target Analysis and 
Education

Saint Paul Evie carshare expansion 
(ongoing)

City of Bloomington GHG and VMT 
Analysis and Strategies 

State of Nebraska 
National Electric Vehicle 
Infrastructure (NEVI)   
2.0 Plan 

City of Bloomington 
Electric Vehicle 
Infrastructure Plan 

Oshkosh Electric Vehicle 
Plan (ongoing) 

MnDOT GHG/VMT 
Workgroup Report and 
Recommendations 

MnDOT Carbon  
Reduction Strategy  
(subconsultant) 

	■ MnDOT Resilience Improvement Plan (subconsultant) 
	■ Minneapolis Climate Legacy Initiative Implementation Facilitation (ongoing)

Our team is guiding governmental action at all scales throughout the Midwest as 
the region’s leading experts on transportation GHG reduction. 
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